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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


re. 


From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


:  Y. 


Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTUPl 


January  6,  19 5  b 
Letter  No.  698 


Day  after  tomorrow  loadings  of  U.S.  wheat  for  hungry  people  abroad 
will  begin  at  Texas  ports.    Today  the  Department  announced  that  its  ex- 
panded program  for  food  donations  will  start  with  a  total  of  21  long  tons 
of  wheat  in  four  ships  which  will  go  to  Italy  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Catholic  Relief  Services ,  one  of  the  U.S.  private  welfare  agencies  taking 
part  in  the  program.    Loadings  will  be  made  at  Houston  and  Galveston. 


Marketing  Costs  for  Food 


Farmers  share  of  the  dollar  the  consumer  pays  for  food  is  graphically 
presented  in  the  bulletin  going  forward  to  you  today.    It  shows  that  last 
year  the  farmer  got  hi  cents  compared  with  53  cents  in  19^5 •    It  gives 
examples  of  today's  increased  marketing  services ,  and  notes  the  farmer, 
the  food  trade,  and  the  consumer  all  view  the  costs  of  food  from  different 
viewpoint ... .Mark  your  calendar  "Potatoes"  for  February  2-11.    The  market 
supply  of  potatoes  is  much  larger  this  year  than  a  year  ago.    Yields  were 
not  only  big  in  '55;  but  top  quality.    A  Fact  Sheet  on  the  Plentiful  Potato 
program  will  come  to  you  next  week.    The  idea  is  to  move  as  many  as  possible 
of  the  "late"  crop  of  potatoes  before  the  spring  crop  starts  to  market. 


Sharp  Lesson  on  Reading  Labels 


Yesterday  we  had  the  announcement  of  the  first  seizure  of  fresh 
produce  under  the  Miller  amendment  to  the  Food  and  Drug  Act.    U.S.  marshalls 
in  New  York  City  took  two  carloads  of  lettuce.    F&D  charged  the  lettuce  was 
contaminated  with  the  insecticide  endrin  which  is  not  permitted  on  that  crop. 
This  seizure  is  the  first  made  where  a  pesticide  has  been  applied  to  a  grow- 
ing crop.    Of  course,  this  is  a  matter  of  most  immediate  importance  to  the 
fruit  and  vegetable  trade.    But,  as  F&D  Commissioner  George  Larrick  pointed 
out,  it  should  be  a  warning  to  growers  and  all  other  shippers  of  food 
crops  generally  to  follow  directions  on  labels  carefully.    Misuse  of 
agricultural  sprays  and  du3ts  can  leave  dangerous  residues  that  make  a  crop 
illegal  in  interstate  commerce.    To  keep  this  country's  food  supply  up  to 
its  high  standard  of  safety  to  users,  farmers  need  to  use  dusts  and  sprays 
on  the  right  crops,  at  the  right  times,  and  in  the  right  amounts.  Seizures 
like  those  reported  today  emphasize  that  it  pays  to  read  the  label  and  use 
as  recommended.  .  .  .  USDA  supermarket  researchers  report  customers  are  more 
satisfied  when  they  can  select  produce  from  both  bulk  and  packaged  displays 
....  Other  Department  engineers  have  developed  a  1-ton  pallet  box  tipper 
that  promises  to  cut  losses  and  labor  costs  in  handling  potatoes  and  other 
such  commodities. 


New  Weed-Killers,  New  Grasses,  Better  Lambs 

Yesterday  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  newly  organized  Weed  Society 
of  America ,  in  New  York,  USDA  researcher  Dr.  Warren  Shaw  announced  that  ARS 
scientists  will  continue  work  on  some  promising  new  weed- killers  in  1956. 
Preliminary  tests  indicate  a  chemical  cousin  of  2,^-D  known  as  J!-(2,  i-:-DB)  and 
a  member  of  the  same  family  as  MGPA  known  as  J!-(MCPB)  may  prove  safer  than 
present  weed-killers  for  seedling  legumes  and  certain  other  crops  easily 
damaged  by  standard  herbicides.    However,  the  researchers  won't  recommend 
the  new  chemicals  to  farmers  until  they  have  made  extensive  further  trials 

  Day  before  yesterday ,  at  the  USDA's  Northeastern  Regional  Pasture 

Laboratory,  in  Pennsylvania,  plant  breeders  reported  they  have  managed  to 
develop  several  promising  new  hybrid  pasture  grasses  by  crossing  tall  fescue 
with  the  more  tasty  ryegrass  and  meadow  fescue.    To  develop  these  hybrids 
they  have  used  chromosome  doubling,  crossing,  irradiation,  and  other  new 

breeding  techniques  After  several  years  of  selective  mating  and 

line  breeding  of  purebred  strains,  sheep  breeders  at  Beltsville  report  that 
by  using  two  and  three-way  crosses  of  different  high-quality  purebreds, 
they  have  developed  some  hybrid  lambs  that  promise  ranchers  increased 
efficiency  in  the  production  of  meat  and  wool.    The  experiments  are  not  yet 
complete,  but  researcher  C.  G.  Potts  says  they  already  show  it  is  feasible 
and  practical  to  produce  hybrid  lambs  on  a  commercial  scale.    He  emphasizes, 
however,  that  high  quality  purebred  flocks  will  need  to  be  maintained.  He 
points  out  that  commercial  growers  can  produce  vigorous  hybrid  lambs  by 
crossing  their  own  grade  flocks  with  high  quality  purebreds  of  another  breed. 

Report  to  the  Nation 

March  3-H  is  your  National  h-ll  Club  Week.    Six  top-ranking  k-R 
Club  members  will  spend  that  week  here  in  Washington.    They  will  visit  the 
White  House,  Congress,  Government  officials  and  other  national  leaders  and 
give  "A  Report  to  the  Nation"  on  the  accomplishments  in  the  past  year  and 
their  plans  for  this  year.    During  that  same  week,  the  representatives  of 
the  more  than  2  million  4-H'ers  throughout  the  country  will  be  reporting  to 
their  own  states  and  communities,  with  information  about  their  local  plans 
and.  achievements.    There  is  a  lot  of  good  program  material  for  radio  and  TV 
in  what  these  young  farm  people  are  up  to.    Your  comity  agent,  home  demonstra- 
tion agent,  or  k-R  club  agent  can  fill  you  in  with  the  close-to-home  informa- 
tion.   A  Fact  Sheet  outlining  the  general  pitch  goes  forward  to  you  with  th§ 
Letter  next  week. 

New  Faces  in  Old  Spots 

In  our  own  Office  of  Information,  Jim  Gibson,  our  favorite 
impersonator  of  M Smoke y  Bear"  succeeded  Walter  Scott  as  Chief  of  USDA 
Motion  Pictures  on  January  1st.    Jim  came  to  the  Department  from  Army 
Pictorial  Service  and  has  been  assistant  chief  since  June  '53-   •   •  •  J&n>  3. 
Paul  Kqger  became  Administrator  of  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program 
Service.    He  moved  up  from  Southeast  Area  director  of  the  CSS.  Fred  Ritchie 
who  has  been  acting  admn.  resumes  his  duties  as  Deputy  Admn.    This  Service 
handles  the  ACP  program  which  shares  with  farmers  the  cost  of  soil  and  water 
conservation  needed  on  individual  fa.rms  in  the  public  interest.  .  .  Dr.  W.L. 
Popham,  who  for  15  years  has  directed  USDA  plant-pest  control  activities, 
including  the  largest  building  fumigation  program  in  history,  now  under  way 
against  the  khapra  beetle    and  17  other  large-scale  projects,  has  become 
overall  Chief  of  USDA  Crops  Regulatory  Work;  succeeding  Dr.  Avery  Hoyt,  who 
retired  Dec.  31- 
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Puts  Sun  to  Work  on  Farm 

Engineers  of  the  USDA  and  Kansas  together  have  worked  out  a  new  solar- 
energy  collector  to  use  heat  from  the  sun  to  supplement  electricity  in  air- 
type  heat-pump  systems.    With  a  collector  the  size  of  the  roof  on  an  average 
home,  they  figure  that  during  daylight  hours  on  a  typical  Kansas  winter  day 
they  can  cut  the  electricity  needed  for  a  he at -pump -type  heating  system 
about  one  fourth.    AR3  engineer  C.  P.  Davis  in  charge  of  the  experiments,  is 
also  trying  to  adapt  the  heat-pump  to  cooling  milk,  heating  dairy  water, 
air-conditioning  poultry  houses,  conditioning  vegetable  storage,  and  drying 
grain.  .  .  .  Shivering  RFD  Dick  Meyer  and  others  at  VfAGM  are  not  the  only 
ones  in  Presque  Isle,  Maine,  who"  make  good  use  of  weather  records.  Maine's 
Reiner  Sonde  and  ARS's  R.  A.  Hyre  analyzed  52  years  of  weather  records  in 
Aroostook  County  and  found  they  could  have  accurately  predicted  late  blight 
of  potatoes  5  to  16  days  before  the  disease  showed  up  in       out  of  52  years. 
So  this  past  year  they  tried  out  such  forecasting  and  relayed  their  findings 
to  growers  by  county  agent  and  radio  in  time  for  the  growers  to  get  the 
disease  under  control  by  spraying.    On  the  basis  of  their  '55  results,  they 
think  that  such  timely  reports,  acted  on  by  growers,  would  help  keep  potato 
losses  to  a  minimum. 

Turkey  Meat  and  Panama  Milk 

Using  a  great  deal  of  U.S.  financial  and  technical  help,  Turkey's 
Office  for  Meat  and  Fish  has  built  k  meat  packing  plants,  11  cold-storage 
warehouses.  12  ice  factories,  2  sausage  factories,  2  fish  mean  and  oil 
factories;  and  k  fat.  bait,  and  blood-drying  installations.    FAS  specialists 
report  that  Turkey  is  now  in  a  position  to  export  meat  and  meat  products, 
whereas  in  past  years,  because  of  lack  of  enough  slaughtering  facilities, 
she  exported  only  live  animals.   .  .  .  The  FAS  folks  also  report  that  a  whole 
milk  powder  drying  plant  is  to  be  built  in  Northwestern  Panama  to  develop  a 
market  for  the  milk  of  Chi ri qui  Province  which  produces  half  the  milk  of 
Panama . 

Noah's  Ark  Sprouts  Wings 

USDA  researchers  are  turning  grayer  by  the  day  trying  to  figure  ways 
to  keep  out  plant  and  animal  diseases  under  modern  travel  conditions.  Even 
our  livestock  travel  by  air  these  days  --  76  percent  of  the  poultry,  5^ 
percent  of  the  horses,  and  1  out  of  9  sheep,  goats,  hogs,  and  zoo  animals 
that  come  in,  come  in  by  air.     Ship  dockings  have  doubled  and  international 
airf lights  have  increased  17- fold  since  before  the  war.    About  a  third  of 
those  flights  harbor  plant  material  that  has  to  be  barred.    The  researchers 
point  out  that  livestock  may  travel  too  quick  for  symptoms  of  diseases  to 
show  up.    The  specialists  also  say  they  are  having  to  change  the  pattern  of 
defense  to  keep  up  with  the  changing  patterns  of  travel.    International  air- 
ports miles  inland  from  the  coast  are  a  new  defense  border. 

Soybean  Export  Market  Tape  for  You 

When  George  Strayer  of  Hudson,  Iowa,  returned  recently  from  represent- 
ing our  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  on  a  soybean  market  investigation  trip 
to  Japan,  Hong  Kong,  and  the  Philippines ,  he  had  quite  a  story  to  tell.  We 
arranged  for  him  to  tell  it  to  Chuck  Worcester _ (WMT,  Cedar  Rapids)  and  the 
taped  recording  of  that  interesting  conversation  runs  k:k5  minutes.     It  is 
editable.    Mr.  Strayer  says  there  is  a  good  market  for  U.S.  soybeans  over 
there,  and  he  learned  some  things  that  may  improve  it.     If  you  want  a  copy, 
send  us  a  blank  tap^  find  a  dub  will  go  forward  to  you  in  short  order. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Jan.  Ih 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Highlights  of  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  American  National  Cattlemen's  Association"  at  Nev  Orleans; 
and  a  short  on  Social  Security  for  Farmers. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  p.m.  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "American  Surplus  Foods  in  Italian 
School  Lunches",  with  Hazel  Stiebeling,  ARS,  and  Dr.  Maria  Cao-Pinna,  Italy; 
and  "AMS  Looks  at  Marketing  Costs  for  Food". 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.  Features:  "Social  Security 
Serves  the  Farmer"  with  Victor  Christgau,  director  of  SSA's  Bureau  of  Old-Age 
and  Survivors  Insurance. 

Gapen  on  Social  Security 

If  you  thought  you  recognized  the  dulcet  tones  of  Ken  Gapen  on  those 
taped  Social  Security  spots  we  told  you  about,  you  were  right.    As  a  favor 
to  the  SS  Administration  office  in  Baltimore,  Ken  voiced  ten  one-minute  spot 
announcements       and,  by  the  way,  those  may  "be  the  type  spots  you  want  to 
keep  before  your  mind's-eye.    They  covered  the  important  reporting  dates. 
Any  self-employed  farmer  having  net  earnings  of  at  least  $^00  in  calendar 
year  1955;  must  file  a  return,  report  his  net  earnings  which  apply  toward 
social  security;  and  pay  the  social  security  tax  on  those  earnings.  SSA 
asked  farmers  to  file  as  soon  after  the  first  of  the  year  as.  possible,  but 
not  later  than  April  15,  1956.    For  further  details  -  and  there  are  further 
details  -  see  your  nearest  Internal  Revenue  Service  office.    You  can  be  real 
helpful  in  getting  information  about  social  security  taxes  to  the  self-employed 
farmers  in  your  territory. 

All-Film  Farm-Type  TV  Show 

RFD  Mai  Hansen ,  WOW,  Omaha,  tells  us  they  plan  to  go  back  to  15  min. 
a  day  on  television  beginning  this  week.    He  also  says  they  are  considering 

a  half-hour  farm-type  show  all  on  film   Jack  Ai strop .  who  has  headed 

the  radio  and  television  section  of  the  British  Information  Service  in  New 
York  for  the  past  &h  years  left  Christmas  Eve  to  take  up  a  job  with  BBC  in 
London  ....  This  week  county  agents  in  Scoharie  County,  New  York,  are 
putting  on  a  series  of  TV  shows  over  WRGB .  Schenectady,  to  tell  about  the 
Extension  Service.    They  aim  to  show  what  the  Service  is,  what  it  does,  and 
how  it  does  it.    Ext.  TV  Specialist  James  Veeder,  planned  the  show  and  Flip 
Phillips'  Visual  Aids  Service,  Cornell,  took  the  film  footage  used,  Bill  Ward 


says , 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  L  Television  Service 


RFO  UTTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From  7">  V 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agricul 


Iture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


January  13,  1956 
Letter  No.  699 


It  looks  as  if  that  new  farm  program  President  Eisenhower  recommended 
to  Congress  Monday  will  provide  plenty  of  radio  and  TV  program  meat  for  all 
of  us  in  the  weeks  ahead.    That  double -barreled  Soil  Bank  Plan;  with  its 
Acreage  Reserve  to  meet  immediate  need  to  reduce  crops  in  greatest  over- 
supply,  and  its  long-range  Conservation  "Reserve  to  bring  better  land  use 
and  protect  farmers  and  ranchmen  from  the  effects  of  production  on  acres 
already  diverted,  is  already  arousing  a  lot  of  interest.    But,  remember , 
the  over-all  program  is  a  bundle  of  nine  plans.    Beside  the  Soil  Bank,  it 
includes  a  proposal  to  speed  and  increase  the  disposal  of  surpluses;  aims 
to  strengthen  corn,  wheat,  cotton,  rice,  and  other  individual  commodity 
programs;  asks  a  dollar  limit  to  price  supports  for  large  farms;  suggests 
further  development  of  the  Rural  Development  Program  for  small  farmers; 
outlines  the  main  features  of  the  long-range  Great  Plains  program;  and 
recommends  relief  of  farmers  of  Federal  tax  on  gasoline  used  on  the  farm. 
Further  details  on  these  programs  will  probably  get  considerable  attention 
later. 


Important  Reviews  This  We ek 


Yesterday;  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  reported  8  percent  fewer  sheep 

on  farms  this  January  than  last    And  on  Tuesday  the  Board  gave  a 

peep  at  stocks  in  bins  and  cribs  on  farms  throughout  the  country  and  reported 
a  little  more  corn  than  last  year  or  than  average;  more  oats  than  ever  before, 
nearly  a  fourth  more  surghum  grain  than  a  year  ago  and  nearly  a  third  more 
than  average;  a  little  less  wheat  than  a  year  ago;  and  much  more  barley, 
nearly  half  again  more  rye,  about  two  and  one-fourth  times  average;  the 
second  highest  stocks  of  soybeans  on  record,  the  largest  holdings  of  flaxseed 
since  '1+8;  and  the  second  largest  supply  of  hay  on  farms  on  record  


Lamb  Payments  Change  in  April 


Yesterday,  the  Department  announced  a  new  method  of  making  payments 
for  lambs  marketed  with  wool  on,  under  the  wool  incentive  program.    The  change 
will  go  into  effect  with  the  beginning  of  the  '56  marketing  year  April  1. 
You  can  get  the  details  on  the  new  method  through  your  county  Agricultural 
Stabilization  and  Conservation  offices  before  the  new  marketing  year  begins. 
The  change  is  designed  to  protect  feeders  and  others  who  buy  lambs  and  pro- 
vides for  payments  on  the  weight  increase  of  animals  that  occurs  during 
ownership  of  30  days  or  more. 
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Insect  Prospectors  Use  Geiger  Counters 

Yesterday  at  East  Lansing ,  Michigan;  ARS  Dr.  H,  L.  HalX.gr  told  the 
Conference  on  Radioactive  Isotopes  in  Agriculture  how  Department  scientists 
are  finding  new  facts  about  plant  and  insect  life  with  Geiger  counters.  They 
have  traced  insects  tagged  with  radioactive  materials  even  under  the  soil 
and  under  the  hark  of  trees.    Following  the  pests  with  Geiger  counters;  they 
are  discovering  more  about  the  migratory  and  overwintering  habits  of  insects ; 
their  numbers  and  other  faets  needed  to  plan  control  measures.    They  have 
also  tagged  systemic  insecticides  and  traced  them  as  they  are  absorbed  in 
different  parts  of  plants,  and  even  into  the  insects  that  have  fed  on  the 
poison  in  the  plants.    What's  more,  Dr.  Halle r  pointed  out  that  such  radio- 
active tracers  also  help  reveal  just  how  some  insects  can  take  in  poisons 
and  change  them  into  comparatively  harmless  chemicals  inside  their  bodies. 
As  Dr.  Haller  explained  this  better  understanding  of  the  insect's  biological 
defenses  will  help  entomologists  find  new  and  more  effective  insecticides 
against  resistant  species  of  insects. 

Buy  Adapted  Seed  and  Plants  in  '56 

Earlier  this  week,  the  Department  cautioned  farmers  to  seek  informa- 
tion about  the  adaptability  of  all  seeds  and  plants  they  buy.    Contact  your 
state  experiment  station  or  your  county  agents.    They  can  give  you  up-to-date 
information  on  seed  adapted  to  your  part  of  the  country.    For  example,  foreign 
or  northern  white  clover  seed  generally  doesn't  yield  well  and  fails  to  re- 
seed  in  the  south.    But  since  an  amendment  to  the  Federal  Seed  Act  last  fall, 
all  white  clover  seed  moving  interstate  must  be  labelled  as  to  origin.  USDA 
forage  crop  specialists  say  this  enables  southern  farmers  to  know  where 
their  white  clover  seed  comes  from  and  is  an  important  step  toward  better 
southern  pastures. 

Committee  Advises  More  Seed  Research 

At  the  conclusion  of  its  annual  meeting  here  this  week,  the  Depart- 
ment's Seed  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee  recommended  more  re- 
search on  production  of  legume,  grass,  and  vegetable  seeds.    The  Committee 
saw  especial  need  for  faster,  more  accurate  ways  to  measure  quality  of  seed. 
It  also  suggested  breeding  research  to  find  easier  ways  to  identify  the 
different  varieties,  breeding  for  different  characteristics,  and  to  resist 
insect  enemies,  but  favorable  to  pollinating  insects.    The  Committee 
recommended  further  research  on  foundation  seed  production  and  ways  to  pre- 
serve improved  varieties  and  strains  without  contamination  until  they  reach 
the  consumers. 

Weed  Control  Research  Expands 

Admn.  Byron  Shaw  says  ARS  is  cooperating  in  weed  investigations  with 
21  states,  and  has  23  professionals  located  in  those  state  stations,  and  is  . 
working  with  most  of  the  other  states  on  an  informal  basis.    He  reports  that 
this  year  public  funds  for  weed  research  amount  to  about  2  million  dollars, 
provided  about  half  and  half  by  the  states  and  Federal  Government,  with  3/k 
being  used  by  state  experiment  stations.     In  addition  to  this  Federal-State 
cooperative  work,  about  ho  chemical  companies  have  worked  with  the  Department 
in  evaluating  new  chemicals  for  possible  use  as  weed  killers.    Dr.  Shaw  also 
suggested  that  if  scientists  can  find  and  establish  natural  enemies  of  our 
important  weed  pests    farmers  may  have  their  cheapest  way  to  control  weeds. 
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Dr.  Malthus  Watches  Food  Go  By 

Our  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  this  week  announced  the  world  now 
has  more  farm  products  than  ever  before.    This  is  the  third  year  in  a  row 
since  "before  the  war  that  the  increase  in  world  agricultural  production  has 
run  ahead  of  the  increase  in  world  population.    This  is  not  just  inventory 
of  supplies  of  food  and  other  farm  products  on  hand  as  of  the  first  of 
January.    In  their  annual  report  of  the  "World  Agricultural  Situation,  1956" 
the  FAS  specialists  summarize  supplies  of  crops  already  produced  or  still 
to  be  obtained  in  the  early  months  of  the  '56  calendar  year,  and  the  live- 
stock produced  in  '55'    They  also  appraise  production  prospects  for  the 
years  immediately  ahead.    They  say  production  in  the  Communist  countries  is 
little  above  prewar,  but  in  non-Communist  countries  it  reached  125  percent 
of  prewar  in  '55.    They  say  the  ever-mounting  world  surpluses  of  wheat  and 
cotton;  and  lesser  surpluses  of  a  number  of  other  crops  reflect  good  growing 
conditions  and  many  economic  conditions  that  have  favored,  continuous  expansion. 
World  population  in  mid-' 55  was  117  percent  of  prewar. 

Patt  Wins  By  a  Lap 

RFD  Patt  Patterson  reports  he  now  operates  independent  shows  on  WLOI , 
LaPorte,  Indiana,  and  WWCA,  Gary,  Indiana.     On  WWCA  6:00  to  6:30  a.m.  daily 
and  12:15  to  12:45  daily.    On  WLOI,  he  produces  a  half  hour  show  from  12:30 
to  1:00.    He  manages  to  cover  the  time  lap  by  taping  the  last  15  minutes  of 
the  noon  WWCA  just  before  that  program  starts,  so  he  can  switch  live  to  the 
opening  of  the  WLOI  program  when  it  begins.    As  a  daily  feature,  he  has  a 
farmer  on  each  station  from  that  station's  area.    Once  each  week  he  has 
three  county  agents  on  the  airj  two  on  WWCA  and  one  on  WLOI.  Patt's 
stations  cover  a  very  diversified  line  of  farming  in  Lake,  Porter  and 
LaPorte  Counties.    Besides  spending  a  lot  of  time  in  the  field,  he  covers 
the  usual  run  of  things  and  manages,  somehow,  to  do  a  daily  editorial  of 
five  minutes.    What  are  your  hobbies,  Patt? 

Who  Directed  This  Storm,  Anyway? 

This  week  we  were  inexpressibly  shocked  to  learn  that  our  old 
friend,  Al  Bond,  Washington  State  Ext.  Ed.,  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
"Mark  Twain  Didn't  Say  It  Society".    As  Al  says,  Mark's  alleged  remarks 
about  nobody  doing  anything  about  the  weather  (recently  referred  to  by  us) 
may  have  originated  with  Mark's  coat-tail  riding  friend,  Charles  Dudley 
Warner,  editor  of  the  Hartford  Currant,  way  back  there.    But  as  the  Al  we 
used  to  know  would  have  appreciated,  the  literally  true  is  not  always  the 
intrinsicly  true.     It  was  the  old  Missouri  skeptic's  qualification  as  an 
expert  on  New  England  weather  that  really  made  the  saying  get  around.  Come 
back  to  radio,  Al,  and  all  will  be  forgiven.'    Don't  be  like  that  little 
fiend  we  knew  at  the  County  Fair,  who  went  around  sticking  pins  in  the  babies' 
balloons  -  We  always  preferred  to  cut  the  strings. 

Locker  Plants  Raise  Market  Sights 

A  survey  of  the  locker  industry  by  the  Farmer  Cooperative  Service 
shows  a  substantial  growth  in  volume,  as  well  as  in  services  rendered,  and 
patrons  served;  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  number  of  plants  and  number 
of  lockers  rented  has  gone  down,  compared  with  5  years  ago.    FCS  is  suggest- 
ing that  many  more  locker  co-ops  need  to  aim  at  a  higher  target  of  improved 
and  expanded  marketing  service  for  farmers. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Jan.  21 


CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  Dr.  D.  B.  DeLoach,  AMS,  on 
"Marketing  Margins";  and  Report  on  Food  Grain  Marketing  from  Chicago. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Highlights  of  the  National 
Western  Livestock  Show,  Denver." 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Jack  Towers.  Features:  "Social  Security 
Serves  the  Farmer"  with  Victor  Christgau,  director  of  SSA's  Bureau  of  Old-Age 
and  Survivors  Insurance.     (Originally  hilled  for  the  previous  week) 


Advisers  Seek  Ways  to  Better  Fruit 


The  Department's  Deciduous  Fruit  and  Tree  Nut  Research  and  Marketing 
Advisory  Committee  also  held  its  annual  meeting  here  this  week,  and  today 
made  their  informal  recommendations.    That  group  considered  control  of  virus 
diseases  and  nematodes  the  most  urgent  need,  hut  also  suggested  further 
research  on  ways  to  measure  the  market  quality  of  apples,  peaches,  pears . 
plums,  and  cherries.    Members  of  the  group  urged  more  work,  too  to  cut  down 
changes  in  fruit  quality  during  storage  and  marketing.    They  see  hope  in 
breeding  grapes  and  strawberries  for  disease  resistance  and  in  developing 
blackberries  without  thorns.    This  committee  will  make  its  formal  report  and 
recommendations  to  the  Department  in  the  next  few  weeks. 


Special  -  Potatoes  February  2-11 


Again  we  are  calling  attention  to  the  Special  Plentiful  Foods  Program 
set  for  February  2-11  on  Potatoes.    They  are  not  only  plentiful  this  year, 
they  are  especially  good.    You  remember,  in  the  interest  of  both  potato 
growers  and  consumers,  the  Department  set  up  a  program  to  divert  lower  grade 
potatoes  into  livestock  feed,  starch  manufacture,  and  other  non-food  uses. 
Under  that  program  considerably  over  5  million  bushels  were  diverted  into 
starch  making  and  livestock  feed.    Growers  have  also  taken  more  care  with 
the  better  potatoes  they  have  for  marketing  this  crop  year.    That's  another 
reason  potatoes  are  a  good  buy. 


Effect  of  Surpluses  on  Prices 


In  speaking  to  the  American  National  Cattlemen's  Association,  at 
New  Orleans  this  week,  Secretary  Benson  said  our  economists  estimate  that 
farm  prices  right  now  might  be  as  much  as  10  percent  higher  if  we  did  not 
have  these  surpluses.  They  estimate  the  surpluses  reduced  farm  income  by 
more  than  two  billion  dollars  in  '55.  Without  these  surpluses,  net  income 
might  have  been  as  much  as  20  percent  higher. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  Si  Television  Service 
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Dear  Farm  Director: 


Radio  Farm  Directors  m^ 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  De/pdrtm#f»rof  Agriculture 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


January  20,  19 5 6 
Letter  No.  700 


Today  three  things  in  particular  have  gathered  in  the  front  lobby 
of  our  attention:    First,  there  is  this  President's  nine-poini  farm  program, 
which  may  be  there  for  a  long  time.    Second,  there  is  our  own  part  in  our 
USDA  "Visual  Tools"  Workshop  here  next  week.    Third,  there  is  last  night's 
snow  that  may  blanket  in  some  of  the  people  who  help  us  get  this  other  in- 
formation to  you  before  then. 

Secretary  Outlines  Nine  Points 

As  you  know,  Secretary  Benson  talked  to  the  National  Council  of 
Farmer  Cooperatives  at  Los  Angeles  on  Monday.    The  speech  was  aired  by  the 
ABC  radio  network.    Tuesday  night  he  was  back  east  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. , 
addressing  the  New  York  Horticultural  Society  at  its  100th  birthday  celebra- 
tion.   Tomorrow  he  will  speak  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Canners 
Association  at  Atlantic  City.    In  each  of  those  talks  he  will  have  summed  up 
and  discussed  the  nine  proposals  which  President  Eisenhox/er  recommended  to 
Congress.    To  refresh  your  memory,  those  nine  points  were:  (l)  A  Soil  Bank 
to  help  get  production  and  demand  in  balance  and  to  promote  the  basic  con- 
servation job  vital  to  our  national  future;  (2)  An  expanded  surplus  disposal 
program;  (3)  Strengthened  programs  for  wheat,  cotton,  corn,  rice,  livestock, 
and  other  crops;  (U)  A  dollar  limit  on  price  supports  to  any  individual  or 
farm;  (5)  An  expanded  Rural  Development  Program;  (6)  A  realistic  and  long- 
needed  program  for  the  Great  Plains;  (7)  Sharply  increased  research, 
especially  on  new  uses,  markets,  and  improved  marketing  methods;  (8)  Ample 
credit  for  farm  families,  especially  veterans  just  starting  out;  (9)  Refund- 
ing of  the  Federal  gasoline  tax  for  gasoline  used  on  the  farm. 


Eye  Aides  to  the  Mind's-Sye 


Persons  and  things,  motion  pictures  and  still  ones,  arts  and  graphics, 
exhibits,  television  and  what  have  you,  will  all  get  some  good  workouts  here 
at  our  kth  Annual  USDA  "Visual  Tools"  Workshop  all  next  week,  Jan.  23-27.  In 
our  TV  Section  we  will  work  the  workshoppers  in  two-hour  shifts.    Each  shift 
will  hammer  out  a  production  all  the  way  from  interview  and  scripting  through 
prop  selection  to  scene  synopsis  and  presentation  over  a  closed-circuit  TV 
system.    Water  will  be  the  subject  of  our  stories.     "WATER"  the  '55  Yearbook 
of  Agriculture  will  be  our  subject-matter  text-book.    SCS  experts  will  be  on 
hand  for  quickie  consultation,  and  a  grab-bag  of  water  visuals  will  be  at 
hand  to  choose  from,  and  the  water  in  our  eyes  won't  be  from  crying.    We  ex- 
pect to  learn  as  much  from  our  mistakes  as  from  our  happy  hits,  if  any.  It 
sounds  like  an  interesting  week  ahead. 


"Good  Weather  for  Ducks"? 
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The  old  saw  about  rainy  weather  "being  "a  good  day  for  ducks"  may  be 
due  for  some  quick  revising.    Wild- ducks  don't  thrive  on  too  much  rainfall. 
Particularly  at  nesting  time,  they  prefer  plenty  of  open  space  on  dry  land 
near  the  water  in  which  to  expand.    So  say  the  U.S.  Wildlife  Service  experts 
in  "Water",  the  current  USDA  Yearbook  of  Agriculture.    After  surveying  our 
waterfowl  resources,  those  specialists  point  out  that  most  of  the  wild  ducks 
produced  in  this  country  choose  to  rear  their  broods  on  dry  land  near  the 
small  potholes  and  temporary  springtime  marshes  of  the  prairie  regions  of 
North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Minnesota,  and  Montana.    That  is  why  two  million 
hunters  along  the  flyways  of  these  inter- state  and  inter-national  migrants 
are  getting  concerned  about  the  way  the  temporary  wetlands  of  the  dry 
country  have  been  drained  in  recent  years  to  grow  other  farm  crops. 

Radio  and  TV  Jobs  in  Government 

Have  you  seen  one  of  those  little  folders  put  out  by  Civil  Service 
on  information  and  editorial  positions  in  the  Government?    It  announces  an 
examination  in  the  options  of  press,  publications,  radio,  visual  (still), 
television,  and  general  in  Grades  GS-9  through  GS-15.    The  salaries  range 
from  $5,M+0  to  $11,610  a  year.    The  folder  describes  the  work  of  the 
different  classes  of  information  specialists,  explains  the  experience 
needed  to  qualify,  gives  the  salaries  and  basis  of  rating.    For  all  this  and 
further  information,  apply  to  the  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission, 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Poultry  Advisers  Urge  Prime  Products 

Why  is  a  good  egg  good?    How  better  to  protect  the  health  of  chick- 
ens, turkeys,  and  poultry  workers?    Those  are  among  the  questions  posed  of 
USDA  researchers  by  the  Poultry  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee 
on  closing  its  annual  meeting  here  Saturday.    The  Committee  members 
recommended  the  scientists  investigate  the  compounds  that  may  make  poultry 
and  eggs  have  desirable  or  undesirable  qualities.    Because  the  disease  of 
chickens  and  turkeys  called  ornithosis  can  be  transmitted  to  workers  in 
poultry  processing  plants  and  to  other  persons,  they  want  it  investigated 
too.    In  human  beings  this  bird  disease  acts  something  like  pneumonia. 
They  recommend  the  working  out  of  standards  to  get  rid  of  all  bacterial 
contamination  and,  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  poultry  meat  for 
wholesomeness,  they  suggest  consideration  of  live  poultry  inspection. 

Researchers  Win  Wilder  Awards 

Yesterday  in  Rochester,  N.Y.,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Pomological  Society  presented  two  of  our  ARS  horticulturists  with  medals 
for  their  outstanding  contributions  to  the  fruit  industry.    Dr.  J.  R.  Magness, 
who  heads  USDA's  Fruit  and  Nut  Crops  Section  at  Beltsville,  and  Mr.  Elmer 
Snyder,  of  the  Department's  field  station  in  Fresno,  Calif.,  were  the  men 
honored.    The  Society  gave  them  its  top  distinction,  Wilder  Medals,  named 
after  its  most  famous  early  president,  Marshall  P.  Wilder.    Dr.  Magness  was 
cited  for  his  research  in  fruit  physiology  and  as  an  administrator  and  con- 
sultant to  the  horticultural  profession.    Mr.  Spyder,  who  recently  retired 
after  ho  years  research  on  grapes,  was  cited  for  developing  several  better 
grape  varieties  and  for  improving  methods  of  growing  grapes. 
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Grasshopper  Threat  in  1956 

This  year  grasshoppers  seem  likely  to  prove  more  of  a  threat  to  "both 
crops  and  rangeland  than  they  were  in  '55.    Today  Department  entomologists 
issued  a  warning  that  grasshopper  infestations  may  he  more  widespread  and 
severe  in  rangeland  in  the  southwest  than  any  time  in  recent  years.  They 
expect  'hopper  infestations  on  cropland  to  vary  from  light  to  severe  in 
parts  of  Minn.,  Wis.,  Iowa,  northern  half  of  111.,  and  Ind. ,  and  may  cause 
spotted  damage  to  crops  in  parts  of  Calif.,  Mich.,  Ohio,  Mo.,  Texas,  eastern 
third  of  N.  D. ,  S.  D. ,  and  Neb.,  and  over  most  of  Kansas  and  Okla.  The 
worst  rangeland  threat  centers  in  w.  Okla.,  sw  and  sc  Kansas,  se  Colo., 
panhandle  of  Texas,  e  N.  Mex. ,  Mont.,  Calif.,  Neb.,  Ore.,  Wyo.,  Ariz., 
Idaho,  Utah,  Wash.,  Nev. ,  and  Mo.    This  preliminary  forecast  is  based  on 
late  summer  and  fall  '55  surveys.    Final  estimates  of  acreage  that  will 
warrant  control  during  '56  growing  season  will  be  issued  after  next  spring's 
'hopper  hatch  survey  chows  how  weather  and  other  conditions  between  now  and 
that  time  alter  the  picture. 

A  paragraph  here  and  there 

NBC ' s  new  magazine  concept  type  shows,  "Monitor"  and  "Weekday"  have 
been  sampling  the  material  available  through  tfaeTuSBA.    One  Saturday  recently 
"Monitor"  used  lour  interviews  one  of  its  men  had  made  with  scientists  at 
Beltsville  on  the  meat-type  hog,  the  open-faced  sheep,  the  Silver  Cornish 
chicken,  and  some  environmental  studies  of  cattle.    A  week  later  it  did  a 
piece  on  USDA  farmers '  bulletins. 

For  the  pact  six  weeks,  "Weekday"  has  included  a  5  minute  spot  at 
10:33  a.m.  EST ,  on  Thursdays,  wherein  Margaret  Truman  and  Mike  Wallace  in 
New  York  converse  over  a  two-way  line  with  a  USDA  person  in  Washington, 
mostly  about  food.    Mail  pull  on  these  shows  has  quadrupled  anything  else 
on  "Weekday" ,  NBC  says.    Central  contact  for  "Weekday"  in  our  shop  is 
Alice  Skelsey. 

V-E  Program  Progress  Report 

If  present  cooperation  of  hog  raisers,  industry,  state  and  federal 
officials  in  fighting  the  VE  disease  of  hogs  is  continued  and  expanded,  the 
Research  Service  of  the  USDA  thinks  the  disease  can  be  completely  eradicated. 
The  Department  specialists  report  only  16  new  outbreaks  in  2  states  during 
all  of  '55.    Federal  quarantines  are  in  effect  in  only  6  states,  affecting 
parts  of  36  counties.    The  emphasis  is  still  on  cooking  all  garbage  fed  to 
hogs  to  prevent  the  spread  of  VE.    Since  the  first  of  January,  only  hogs 
started  on  and  fed  cooked  garbage  throughout  their  lives  are  free  from  the 
more  rigid  restrictions  that  went  into  effect  at  that  time.    The  researchers 
are  still  trying  to  find  a  faster  test  to  distinguish  VE  from  foot-and-mouth 
disease . 

SPOTS :         We  hear  that  Murray  Cox,  WFAA,  Dallas,  missed  recording  Martin 

Garber,  Food  Distribution  Div.  chief,  due  to  illness.   .   .   .  that 
WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  is  now  furnishing  Doc  Ruhmann  an  auto  for  the  first  time 
....  Secretary  Benson  reports  meeting  George  Shannan,  WUL,  New  Orleans, 
and  Jack  Timmons,  KWKH,  Shreveport,  when  he  spoke  at  the  American  National 
Cattlemen's  Association  in  N.O.  recently.  CBS  Radio  carried  the  speech.  .  . 
Mai  Hansen ,  WOW,  Omaha,  reports  launching  his  annual  farm  short  course  on 

last  week.    Sec  'y  Benson  was  opening  guest  We  hear  Malcolm 

IfcCormick,  WBZ,  Boston,  quite  often  these  mornings  Also  hear  Dick 

Hickerson's  Tex.  A2-.M  College  program  through  WBAP  at  5:30  CT  sometimes  in 
winter.   .  .   .Looks  like  busy  time*?.  ah«*arl  for  farm  hv-oaAcaMeys . 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Jan,  28 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:     "How  the  Federal  Seed  Act  Protects 
Your  Seed  Supply"  with  W.A.  Davidson,  AMS,  and  Cy  Briggs. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST . 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Fertilizer  Outlook"  CSS. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Progress  Re- 
port on  Farm  Exports"  with  Raymond  Ioanes,  FAS. 

USDA  TV  Package,  Shipped  January  27 

"THERE'S  MONEY  IN  GOOD  TREES"  a  script  and  still-photo  package  in 
cooperation  with  U.  S,  Forest  Service. 

New  Farmcast  "by  Mah one y 

RFD  Claude  Mahoney  of  "CBS  Farm  News",  Washington,  is  now  also  doing 
an  early  morning,  Monday  "through  Friday,  news  and  comment  spot  on  WCBS,  New 
York.    He  pipes  it  to  New  York  each  night  by  teletype  for  use  the  next  morning 
at  5:^5*     It  runs  about  3i  minutes.    Wire  market  news  is  added  there........ 

Next  Thursday  night,  Dr.  Claude  Mahoney  will  be  the  banquet  speaker  at  our 
USDA  Visual  Workshop  dinner  for  visiting  firemen.    Louis  Wilson  of  National 
Plant  Food  Institute,  will  be  host. 

Coast  to  Coast  Avalanche 

It  will  be  done  by  the  time  you  read  this,  but  the  January  22  "Wide 
Wide  World"  show  on  NBC-TV,  entitled  "A  Portrait  of  an  American  Winter"  is 
to  include  a  close  look  at  the  snow  survey  work  done  by  USDA  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Service  folks  at  the  training  grounds  at  Alta,  Utah,  climaxed  by  a  huge 
man-made  avalanche  set  off  by  our  Forest  Service.    The  avalanche -provoking  is 
a  regular  part  of  safety  precautions  for  the  surveyors,  and  others.  Entirely 
live,  the  90-minute  show  also  includes  pickups  at  a  half  dozen  other  points 
around  the  country. 

See  the  Farm  Picture  Now 

Edward  R.  Murrow  and  Fred  Friendly  of  CBS-TV  "See  it  Now"  series, 
this  week  showed  us  some  film  clips  they'll  use  on  the  one-hour  program  on 
the  farm  situation  at  10  to  11  p.m.,  EST,  Thursday,  Jan.  26.    Farm  prices 
and  surpluses  come  in  for  close  scrutiny  and  much  footage  was  given  farmers' 
expressions  of  diverse  opinion.    Present  plans  call  for  program  to  open  live 
with  Secretary  Benson  in  Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  to  close  with  him  there,  with 
the  Secretary  adding  his  comments  toward  the  close  of  the  program. 

Tonight  on  his  "Person  to  Person"  program  on  CBS -TV  Murrow  interviews 
young  Nancy  Turner  and  her  family  on  their  farm  at  Champaign,  111.    Nancy  is 
the  h-E  girl  who  showed  the  grand  champion  steer,  Julius,  at  the  International 
Livestock  Exposition  last  fall.    Julius  was  back  for  the  telecast,  through 
courtesy  of  his  new  owner. 

Sincerely,   ^ 

Layne' Beaty,  Chief;  R  &  TV  Service 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

ff—  From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
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5j    ★  /         January  27,  19 56 
Dear  Farm  Director:  I n  o  ftr.„  /  Letter  No.  701 

At  noon  today  our  'i-th  and  best,  annual  USDA  "Visual  Tools"  Workshop 
wound  up  its  five-day  workout.    During  the  week  those  attending  went  through 
the  visual  mill;  designing  layouts,  making  filmstrips,  developing  exhibits, 
making  motion  picture  shorts,  preparing  slides  for  overhead  projection,  and 
presenting  fully- visualized  TV  shows  on  closed-circuit.    Water  was  the  central 
theme  of  all  these  efforts.    Over  150  persons,  including  65  from  out  of  town, 
mostly  from  land  grant  colleges,  Soil  Conservation  Service,  and  Forest 
Service,  took  part.    Over  20  states  and  Puerto  Rico  were  represented.  One 
came  from  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation-TV,  three  from  the  Philippines 
and  one  from  Libya. 

If  you  think  this  is  now  merely  'water  over  the  dam' ,  you  miss  the 
best  thinking  around  here.    Everybody  seemed  to  have  fun,  and  at  least  some 
of  us  think  we  got  some  ideas,  not  only  about  future  visuals  for  TV  but  about 
water  which  is  fast  coming  to  the  front  as  a  subject  of  increasing  importance. 
The  ideas  came  from  all  directions,  too.    Our  Exhibit  folks  say  they  got 
enough  ideas  out  of  their  part  of  the  Workshop  to  last  for  ten  years.  The 
TV  Service  could  run  for  a  while  too,  on  its  harvest.    At  the  wrap-up  session 
this  morning,  Dir.  of  Info.  R.  Lyle  Webster,  declared  there  will  be  more 
visual  workshops. 

The  participants  were  divided  into  groups  of  ten  and  rotated  in  two- 
hour  shifts  between  the  different  sections.    Jules  Renaud  supervised  the 
Television  Workshop.    He  divided  each  group  of  ten  into  five  teams  of  two 
each  and  gave  each  team  a  topic  for  which  to  prepare  visuals  and  present  a 
five-minute  TV  show.    The  topics  were  all  taken  from  the  '55  Yearbook  of 
Agriculture  "Water"  and  the  articles  in  the  Yearbook  served  as  text  for  the 
TV  preparation.    Department  specialists  were  on  hand  as  stand-by  consultants 
on  subject  matter,  and  an  assortment  of  different  kinds  of  visuals  were 
made  available  for  the  workshoppers  to  use.    Some  of  the  best  visuals,  how- 
ever, were  those  created  on  the  set  by  the  teams,  such  as  blackboard  diagrams 
and  improved  objects. 

The  system  actually  worked,  and  in  two  hours  time,  five  quickie 
television  shows  were  prepared  and  produced  on  five  different  topics  at  the 
same  time  in  the  same  room.    Of  course,  they  were  not  all  finished  productions 
but  some  real  imagination  was  used  in  the  selection  of  visuals  and  it  took 
some  doing  to  start  cold  on  a  new  idea  and  visualize  and  dramatize  that  idea 
in  a  creative  and  interpretative  way.    Everyone  seemed  to  think  it  was  good 
experience.    We  were  pleased  with  results,  and  are  now  trying  to  figure  ways 
to  make  next  year's  contributions  even  more  helpful  and  effective.    At  the 
banquet  last  night  RFD  Claude  Mahoney,  CBS,  delivered  himself  of  an  extem- 
poraneous oration  which  was  at  once  erudite  and  folksy,  diverting  and 
philosophical.    Further,  it  was  semi- surgical,  as  he  had  us  in  stitches 
part  of  the  time. 
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Forecast:  More  Pressure  on  Land 

Best  estimates  indicate  that  "by  1975  this  country  will  need  35  percent 
more  forage  for  livestock  production  than  now,  25  to  *tO  percent  more  timber, 
nearly  twice  as  much  water  for  industrial,  city,  home,  and  irrigation  use 
than  at  present,  with  probably  a  doubling  in  the  demand  for  big  game  hunting 
and  other  recreational  uses  of  the  national  forests.    These  are  the  figures 
Assistant  Secretary  Peterson  gave  the  annual  convention  of  the  American 
Society  of  Range  Management  at  Denver  this  Wednesday.    They  mean  that  every 
acre  of  suitable  land  will  have  to  produce  the  maximum  of  the  products  for 
which  it  is  suited.    Mr.  Peterson  pointed  out  that  we  intend  to  continue  to 
produce  forage  and  we  intend  to  continue  to  harvest  it  with  livestock  under 
the  best  feasible  systems  of  management.    But  there  may  have  to  be  some  give- 
and-take  where  there  is  clear  conflict  in  uses.    In  the  future  we  will  have 
to  improve  and  intensify  the  management  of  grazing  land  far  beyond  what  may 
seem  practical  now. 

Water  Research  in  Depth 

After  its  annual  meeting  in  California  last  week,  the  USDA's  Soils, 
Water  and  Fertilizer  Research  Advisory  Committee  yesterday  issued  its 
recommendations  for  new  research.    The  Committee  underscored  the  high  importance 
to  this  country  of  more  fundamental  investigations  of  the  relationship  of 
soils,  water,  and  plants.    It  suggested  a  comprehensive  laboratory  study  under 
controlled  conditions  of  the  movement  of  water  into  and  through  soils.  It 
urged  soil  and  water  management  research  in  humid  regions,  as  well  as  in  the 
conservation  of  water  in  dryland  regions,  and  in  irrigation  regions  through- 
out the  U.S   The  USDA's  Cold  Storage  Research  Advisory  Committee, 

also  meeting  in  California,  suggested  studies  to  improve  the  tenderness  of 
poultry,  help  processing  and  storage  of  precooked  frozen  foods,  develop  new 
ways  for  large-scale  freezing  of  bread,  and  more  useful  information  on  the 
latest  research  findings  in  both  commercial  and  home  freezing. 

Towers  Views  Equipment  Exhibit 

USDA  "Visual  Tools"  workshoppers  got  to  see  the  latest  in  visual 
equipment  -  demonstrated  downstairs  in  the  patio  for  two  days  during  the 
Workshop  sessions.    Jack  Towers,  of  this  Office,  who  knows  more  about  this 
type  of  equipment  than  most  folks,  gave  it  the  once  over  for  us.    This  equip- 
ment exhibit  featured  a  couple  of  closed- circuit  TV  setups,  with  remote 
control  cameras.    Other  highlights  were  the  latest  in  movie  cameras  and 
35  ram  still  cameras,  opaque  and  overhead  projectors,  motion  picture  projectors, 
prompting  devices,  and  several  methods  for  fast  lettering,  including  one  by 
a  speedy  photographic  composing  process,  that  produces  both  hand  lettering 
and  various  types  at  the  flick  of  a  finger. 

Keeft  an^  Eye  on  Potatoes 

February  2-11  potatoes  are  the  Special  in  the  Plentiful  Foods  Program. 
There  are  many  more  potatoes  than  a  year  ago,  and  they  are  unusually  good 
quality  potatoes.    Growers  are  taking  particular  care  to  be  sure  the  potatoes 
they  send  to  market  are  clean,  uniformly- sized,  and  packed  for  the  convenience 
of  consumers.    The  idea  of  the  campaign  at  this  time,  is  to  help  clean  up 
the  "late"  crop  of  potatoes  before  spring  crop  potatoes  start  competing  for 
markets. 
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KSUM  Sums  Up  Activities 

PD  Jim  Barkley  of  KSUM,  Fairmont,  Minn. ,  reports  his  station  has 
several  farm  programs  on  which  he  is  getting  fine  cooperation  from  County- 
Agents  and  Vo.  Ag.  teachers.    The  County  Agent  puts  on  a  5  min.  program 
every  morning  Mon.  thru  Sat.  at  6:25.    At  7:30  a.m.,  Jim  starts  his  15  min. 
farm  news  show  Mon.  thru  Sat.    Then  from  12  noon  to  12:05,  the  station  has  a 
local  type  farm  calendar  show  every  week  day,  followed  at  12:10  to  12:15  by 
the  daily  market  and  weather  report.    At  1:25  to  1:30  Mon.  thru  Sat.  the 
County  Home  Demonstration  Agent  is  heard.    Periodically,  J.  H."Jake"  Tschetter, 
who  Jim  describes  as  "one  of  the  outstanding  Vo.  Ag.  instructors  in  the  state 
and  in  the  nation"  records  valuable  information  about  farming  in  KSUM ' s 
territory.    Jake  made  a  tape  here  with  SCS  folks  last  fall  for  KSUM.  While 
keeping  these  farm  programs  on  the  air,  Jim  manages  to  get  about  southern 
Minnesota  and  northern  Iowa  to  collect  interviews  with  farmers,  from  time  to 
time.    Jim  doesn't  say  just  what  his  "regular"  job  is. 

Formula  Feeds  Bring  New  Problems 

In  his  talk  at  the  annual  convention  of  the  Indiana  Grain  and  Feed 
Dealers  Association  in  Indianapolis  this  week,  Assistant  Secretary  Earl  Butz 
pointed  out  that  by  improving  the  quality  of  feeds,  the  grain  and  feed 
people  have  helped  livestock  producers,  dairymen  and  poultrymen  do  a  much 
more  effective  job  than  they  could  do  even  10  years  ago.    He  said  that  modern 
feedstuffs,  with  their  antibiotics,  trace  elements,  and  carefully  proportioned 
food  values,  actually  are  more  complicated  than  many  of  the  prescriptions 
filled  by  druggists.  .  .  .  Speaking  here  at  a  Symposium  on  Medicated  Feeds, 
assistant  director  of  USDA's  livestock  research,  Dr.  T.  C.  Byerly  indicated  7 
that  the  trend  toward  feeding  antibiotics,  harmones,  and  arsenicals,  and  the 
constant  flow  of  new  vitamins  give  research  workers  many  new  problems  to 
find  how  to  use  these  formula  feeds  to  best  advantage. 

On  this  Matter  of  Margins  - 

Early  next  week,  Secretary  Benson  is  scheduled  to  discuss  frankly 
margins  and  price  spreads  that  concern  farmers.    He  declares  the  current  hog 
situation  is  very  serious  and  must  have  the  most  constructive  attention  of 
all  of  us.    He  plans  to  meet  with  the  National  Swine  Industry  Committee  at 
Chicago  next  Tuesday  and  with  the  National  Swine  Institute  at  Austin,  Minn., 
on  Wednesday  ....  USDA  marketing  specialists  day  before  yesterday  reported 
their  analyses  of  marketing  margins  for  dairy  products,  poultry,  eggs,  fruits, 
vegetables,  soybean  and  cottonseed,  in  four  special  articles  included  in  the 
USDA  "Marketing  and  Transportation  Situation"  issued  this  week.    The  decrease 
in  farm  prices  and  the  increase  in  marketing  charges  have  reduced  the  farmer's 
share  of  the  dollar  the  consumer  pays  for  food.    The  marketing  specialists 
see  some  increase  likely  in  marketing  costs  this  year.    They  expect  wage 
rates  paid  by  food  marketing  firms  may  increase  further,  and  they  note  that 
railroads  have  asked  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  for  an  increase  in 
freight  rates.    They  say  available  data  indicate  that  profits  of  food 
marketing  firms  were  larger  in  f55  than  the  year  before,  though  many  firms 
won't  report  profits  data  for  all  of  '55  until  later  this  year.    The  market- 
ing specialists  expect  to  publish  a  report  on  profits  when  such  data  becomes 
available . 
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Farm  and  Hume  Network  Shows  Feb.  k 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST 
"aSDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Sioux  Empire  Farm  Show". 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 
"Fertilizer  Prospects"  -  Dr,  Russell  Coleman,  Nat'l  Plant  Food  Institute. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST .    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Merits  of  Tree  Windbreaks"  with 
Extension  Forester  Art  Sowder;  "Our  Farmer  Co-ops"  with  Dr.  Joseph  Knapp,  Farm 
Credit  Services;  and  "A  U-H  Center  in  Washington,  D.  C."  with  Bob  Mindrum, 
Nat'l  k-R  Club  Foundation,  and  J.  0.  Knapp,  Ext.  Director  for  W.  Va. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:    "Progress  in 
Agricultural  Exports"  with  Ray  Ioanes. 

TV  Package  for  Friday,  Feb.  3 

"How  Can  We  Export  More  Farm  Surpluses?"    as  visualized  in  still 
photos  prepared  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 

Editor  Leaves  Town 

New  Englanders  are  informed  that  we  really  do  know  down  here  how  to 
spell  Hartford  Courant  "the  nation's  oldest  continuously  published  newspaper", 
even  though  a  recent  issue  spelled  it  some  other  way. 

It  all  started  over  our  reference  to  the  weather  and  Mark  Twain. 
Whether  or  not  we're  guilty,  as  accused,  of  misspelling  things  just  to  arouse 
Frank  Atwood,  WTIC,  Hartford,  he  has  been  heard  from. 

How  Typical  is  Bill  Moshier? 

Bill  Moshier,  KOMO,  Seattle,  a  past  officer  of  NATRFD  and  an  old  timer 
in  the  business,  writes  that  we  are  not  turning  out  enough  tape  recordings 
from  Beltsville  to  suit  him.    He  is  a  triple -threat  man  (radio,  TV,  and  news- 
paper) and  so  has  a  cavernous  appetite  for  all  kinds  of  agricultural  news. 
We'll  try  to  do  better,  Bill.    Out  there  between  the  Strait  of  San  Juan  de 
Fuca  and  the  Tacoma  Narrows,  Bill  has  to  walk  the  strait  and  narrows  path. 

Sixty  Tons  and  Whaddaya  Get?-- -Poof .' .' 

It  used  to  be  when  people  had  trouble  with  snow  on  their  TV  receivers 
the  trouble  was  electronic,  but  last  Sunday  it  was  real  snow.    On  NBC 1 s 
"Wide  Wide  World"  show  segment  showing  Soil  Conservation  Service  snow  surveyors 
at  work  in  Utah,  and  the  show- climaxing  avalanche  set  off  as  a  safety  measure 
by  Forest  Service  men,  the  dynamite  was  muffled  and  the  snow  slide  hardly 
visible  on  millions  of  screens  because  of  the  heavy  snow  which  was  falling 
right  then  in  Utah.    Master  of  ceremonies  Dave  Garroway  couldn't  hear  it  in 
his  New  York  studio,  but  folks  in  the  NBC  control  room  there  did,  and  so 
there  WAS  an  avalanche.    This  office  is  justly  proud  of  the  SCS  and  FS  men 
in  the  west  who  helped  with  this  production,  and  extremely  grateful  for  their 
work  in  putting  the  snow  survey  story  into  homes  across  the  country. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  C:  Television  Service 


